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Need for Streamlined Path
• In 2016 the Adult Nurse 

Practitioner and the Geriatric 
Nurse Practitioner exams 
were retired.

• Those NPs holding these 
certifications are at risk of 
losing their ability to remain 
certified.

• Most of these NPs were 
educated at the MS level.

• The AACN is recommending 
all APRNs be educated at the 
doctoral level.

• Provides plan of study to obtain 
AGPCNP certification
• Without unnecessary 

duplication of course work
• Obtain a doctoral degree and 

the ability to serve in a 
faculty role

• Supports online education 
where appropriate for 
working adults

• Will increase Faculty and APRN 
workforce



Streamlined Path
• Provides plan of study to update certification 

to AGPCNP and earn a DNP without 
unnecessary duplication of course work
– Plans available for ANP, GNP and ACNP
– Can complete in as few as 48 credits
– Supports online education where appropriate for 

working adults
– For those with prior doctoral degree: Post 

Doctoral Plans available in 13- 29 credits

• Will increase Faculty and APRN workforce



Example Plan of Study
Currently developing enhanced online 
content in the areas of gerontology, 
adolescent care and women’s health. 

4 and 5 year plans of study also 
available



Evaluation and Sustainability
• Expect to see an increase in applications to AGPCNP program with specific 

emphasis on those MS prepared NPs seeking to update their certification.
• As part of a school wide evaluation plan the project will be evaluated via:

– Course Evaluations
– Curriculum committee review
– Employer and alumni survey
– Student progress and graduation rates

• Successes and lessons learned will be presented at National Faculty 
Conferences to allow other Universities to recreate this method of 
increasing doctoral prepared APRNs

• The increased number of students and its seamless integration with 
existing programs will provide the support to continue the project at the 
completion of the funding cycle.
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